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EO 1 1652 ADS, DECLAS 7/19/74 
CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY 

SUB J : REPORTED USE OF HERBICIDES/DEFILIANTS IN NARCOTICS 
SUPPRESSION PROGRAM 

1. WE HAVE JULY 13 LETTER FROM SENATOR KENNEDY TO DR HANNAH 
REQUESTING INFORMATION ON ABOVE SUBJECT. TEXT FOLLOWS: 

DISTURBING REPORTS, WHICH I HOPE YOU MIGHT CLARIFY, HAVE COME 
TO MY ATTENTION REGARDING THE METHODS REPORTEDLY BEING EMPLOYED 
BY US NARCOTICS SUPPRESSION TEAMS CURRENTLY OPERATING IN SOUTHEAST 
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I BELIEVE EVERY MEMBER OF CONGRESS IS IN SYMPATHY WITH AND SUPPORTS 
THE PURPOSES OF THE NARCOTICS CONTROL EFFORT RECENTLY UNDERTAKEN 
BY OUR GOVT AND FUNDED THROUGH THE AGENCY FOR INT'L DEVELOPMENT. 
HOWEVER, REPORTS FROM THE FIELD RECEIVED BY MY OFFICE SUGGESTS 
THAT ONE OF THE TECHNIQUES CURRENTLY BEING USED TO HALT THE PRODUCTION 

OF OPIUM IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, ESPECIALLY IN LAOS, IS AIRBORNE DEFOLIATT 
ION. 

AS YOU KNOW, THE USE OF DEFOLIANTS IN SOUTH VIETNAM WAS BANNED IN 
1971 AFTER SERIOUS QUESTIONS WERE RAISED AS TO THE HEALTH HAZARDS TO 
CIVILIANS, PARTICULARLY CHILDREN. YET THE INFORMATION SUBMITTED TO 
ME SUGGESTS THAT WITHIN THE LAST 4 MONTHS, USAID NARCOTICS CONTROL 
TEAMS HAVE USED OV-10 AIRCRAFT TO SPRAY MEO REGIONS OF LAOS, 

RESULTING IN THE DEATHS OF SEVERAL CHILDREN. 

BECUAE OF THESE REPORTS, I WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING AT YOUR 
EARLIEST CONVENIENCE INFORMATION RELATING TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 

1. ARE DEFOLIANTS OR HERBICIDES NOW EMPLOYED BY THE US NARCOTICS 
SUPPRESSION TEAMS OPERATING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, PARTICULARLY LAOS 
AND THAILAND? IS THIS DEFOLIATION APPLIED FROM THE AIR BY AMERICAN 
AIRCRAFT, MILITARY OR CIVILIAN? IF SO, WHAT KIND OF DEFOLIANTS OR 
HERBICIDES ARE BEING USED, HOW LONG HAVE THEY BEEN USED, WHERE, 

AND BY WHOSE AUTHORIZATION? 

2. HAVE THERE BEEN OFFICIAL INVESTIGATIONS BY AMERICAN OFFICIALS 

IN THE FIELD OF REPORTS OF HEALTH HAZARDS OR DEATHS RESULTING FROM 
THIS DEFOLIATION? WHAT RULES AND SAFEGUARDS HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED 
TO AVOID CONTAMINATING OR IN ANY MANNER AFFECTING THE HEALTH OF 
CIVILIAN POPULATIONS? 

THAN YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION. (END OF TEXT) 

2. WOULD APPRECIATE POINT-BY-POINT RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS 
POSED BY SENATOR KENNEDY IN ORDER PREPARE FACTUAL REPLY. RUSH 
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